
The Outdoor Microfibre Consortium 
OMC

Terms and Conditions – Associate Member 

The Outdoor Microfibre Consortium has been set up as a response to an industrial need for 
further research into the area of microfibre pollution, and the associated contributions from 
the textiles industry during the production and consumer use of apparel. 

Mission 

Through Strategy, Integrity, and Research, The Outdoor Microfibre Consortium has a 
mission to drive targeted research, product development tools and solutions to its 

members, in support of the reduction and elimination of microfibre loss from clothing. 

Vision 

A future with managed microfibre loss from clothing, to Air, Land or Sea. 

Who We Are 

The Outdoor Microfibre Consortium [Company no. 11647708] is legally registered in the 
UK (2018) as a Company Ltd by Guarantee, operating as a non-profit. 

What We Do 

Through collaboration, pooling of resources, and supplier engagement, members have the 
potential to achieve more knowledge, in a much shorter timescale, to answer the same 
fundamental questions faced by everyone. The consortium presents the opportunity to align 
as an industry and reduces the possibility of repetition of research, and the associated 
resource waste.   

The consortium aims to address the microfibre challenge though activities in strategy, 
integrity, research, and product development. 

Projects and Direction 

The projects undertaken by the OMC are planned in a 3-year strategy through the framework 
of the OMC Roadmapi.   

• Project Proposals
o These can be suggested by a Sustaining or Associate member via email

outdoormicrofibreconsortium@biov8tion.com throughout the year.

• Project Review
o A two-level review is undertaken ahead of the OMC roadmap confirmation

▪ Board level review - undertaken in January and May
▪ Member review and voting – undertaken in February and June

• Project Confirmation
▪ Projects confirmed - annually in March and July
▪ OMC roadmap updated - shared with members through DropBox
▪ Roadmap updated bi-annually

All current projects are communicated on the OMC website and can be found here. 

mailto:outdoormicrofibreconsortium@biov8tion.com
https://www.microfibreconsortium.com/projects/
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Project Funding and Accounting 

 

All projects are funded through the OMC funds, and where possible funds match funded by 
grant opportunities.  Funding applications are made on the behalf of the consortium, by the 
consortium leadership team.    
 
OMC accounts will be shared with the OMC Sustaining and Associate members at each face 
to face meeting.  Any successful funding opportunities will be shared at the quarterly 
meetings along with flagged budgeting risks as applicable.  
 

Membership 

 

The consortium is a membership-based organisation, that recognises its members 
involvement within 4 membership tiers. 
 

 
 (Figure 1.0) 

 

Associate Member  

The Associate level membership addresses the needs of the core of our members.  This 
membership tier has been created to give access to key our resources, to enable your 
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organisation to have a voting position in regards to the direction of work and to give you an 
active forum on which to work proactively and collaboratively in this topic field.  The 
Associate level membership has been developed for but is not exclusive to brands and 
retailers.   
 

What You Get 

 
Direct membership benefits are listed in Figure 1.0.  Benefits marked in grey are aspirational 
benefits that will be delivered once the consortium resources can support them and or 
knowledge gaps are filled by the OMC research.  
 
During the establishment of new projects, the consortium management together with the 
OMC board, will endeavour to construct projects that suitably address the needs of the 
consortium members, but also contribute to the wider knowledge base and solution 
availability, and will identify the most appropriate project partner to fulfil the required task. 
 
The Outdoor Microfibre Consortium through its outreach Affiliate Members, will endeavour to 
make contact with other research groups carrying out research in the area of microfibre 
shedding to ensure that new projects undertaken by the consortium are complimentary, not 
repetitive and contribute original knowledge to the area of microfibre shedding.  
 

What It Costs 

Associate Membership fees are €5000/yr. 
 

What We Expect 

Meeting Attendance 

The consortium contact from each member organisation will be expected to attend these 
consortium meetings, and when this is not possible, they may either send an agreed 
representative in their place, or join the meeting via GoToMeeting, or Skype.   
 
Meetings are closed door and it is understood that unless otherwise stated, any data shared 
during these meetings is confidential, and for the understanding of the consortium only.  It 
will be made clear which and what data can be shared publicly.  
 
Collective decisions taken during those meetings are final, and as outlined above, taken 
under consensus principleii. 
 

• 2 x In-person meetings 
o ISPO, Munich (February)   
o OutDoor show, Munich (June) 
o (An alternative location to be explored for non-sports / outdoor members) 

• 2 x Virtual meetings 
o April 
o September / October 

 

Funding Endorsements and Involvement 

On a case by case basis, members may be asked to write a letter of support, or provide 
quotes to endorse funding applications, in support of the collective needs of the consortium.  
 

OMC Ambassadors 

It is expected that OMC members, act as ambassadors for the group at all times. Where 
applicable resources can be provided and the OMC logo (once available) used on members’ 
communications as applicable.   
 

https://www.microfibreconsortium.com/members/
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Confidentiality 

The work of the consortium is conducted in a confidential space.  Whilst work is in 
development and for a period after its delivery to the OMC membership, it is expected that 
work is treated confidentially, whether that be in written or verbal format.  Where outputs 
generated are deemed to have a greater cross industry benefit, a consensus will be taken 
from the membership group to see if there is larger industry value in disseminating publicly.  
This will be assessed on a case by case situation and clearly communicated to the OMC 
members. 
 

All internal OMC documents deemed as confidential will be clearly marked as such and 
dated.  These should not under any circumstances be shared externally without written 
approval by OMC management. 
  
 

Intellectual Property 

 
The Outdoor Microfibre Consortium management will ensure that a written agreement is 
made with any potential research partners around the generation of IP.  This will be agreed 
on a case by case basis and is reflected in the terms and conditions for research members of 
the consortium. The IP arrangements for each project will be decided and agreed upon 
between the OMC board members, and the project teams.  
 

Communication 

 
From time to time The Outdoor Microfibre Consortium may make periodic public 
communications relating to the work of the consortium or individual projects. On signing the 
membership T&Cs all members have an ‘opt out’ opportunity if they wish NOT to be included 
in any public communication. 
 
Consortiums members and their associated brands are permitted to use press releases and 
public communications created by The Outdoor Microfibre Consortium on the understanding 
that they are used in their final format, and no further changes are made before re-
publication.   
 
Consortium members and their associated brands are permitted to create their own press 
releases and public communications around the activities of the consortium without prior 
approval by the consortium, on the understanding that they represent the consortium, and 
the work undertaken by the consortium is represented as factually as possible. Additional 
resources can be provided by the consortium management where applicable. 
 
Where consortium members and their associated brands communicate publicly about the 
consortium, it is asked that this is done using the official introduction to The Outdoor 
Microfibre Consortiumiii. 
 
The OMC will not publish or publicly communicate any non-published research findings until 
such information has been agreed by the consortium management, Advisory or Governing 
Board and / or the consortium members to be non-confidential. 
 

Joining Procedures  

 

The signing of the T&Cs marks the commencement of membership.  Membership fees are 
due at this point with an invoice raised from the OMC directly to the membership 
organisation. 
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To expedite membership procedures, it is recommended that new supplier procedures are 
started ahead of the signing of the T&Cs to ensure that payments are promptly paid within 
the invoice terms and conditions.  As a non-profit managing funds on an annual basis, late 
payment of fees due has the potential to jeopardise the delivery of commissioned research. 

Duration and Leaving The OMC 

Following initial sign up, it is expected that members will commit to a minimum of three years 
of consortium membership. However, under special circumstances, if the member is unable 
to honour this commitment, they are expected to give 3 months’ notice, ahead of their next 
annual renew. 

The consortium management and board will periodically assess the need for further research 
and review the need for continuation of the consortium. 
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Membership Confirmation 

On signing these T&Cs we agree to support The Outdoor Microfibre Consortium at the 
Associate membership Level. 

PR  
I would like to be included in 
any OMC PR activity 

YES / NO (delete as applicable) 

Company Logo  
I agree to my company logo 
being used publicly as 
recognition of my 
membership 

YES / NO (delete as applicable) 

Company Name 

Name 

Email 

Signature 

Position 

Date 

i OMC Project Roadmap – 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/ds4uf85vzxbnwn0/180910%20EOG%20Microfibre%20Roadmap%202.0.pdf?dl=0 

ii Consensus is defined as, at a minimum, “no objections” or as being able to “live with” an outcome, perhaps in 
light of how it fits into a larger whole. One person or entity may not prevent the larger group from achieving 
agreement by simply objecting. 
When a member disagrees with a consensus proposal, he or she is expected to justify their interest-based 
objection and is obliged to work constructively and pro-actively to ensure that their interests are met while also 
allowing the proposal to realise its potential as intended by its proponents. 

iii The Outdoor Microfibre Consortium [Company #11647708] is legally registered in the UK (2018) as a 
Company Ltd by Guarantee, operating as a non-profit.  It works as a brand focused, collaborative approach to 
address, and align on the emerging need for a better understanding of microfibre pollution. The ultimate aim is 
developing a better understanding of microfibre shedding and to work towards concrete product solutions. It 
presents the opportunity to align as an industry and reduces the possibility of repetition of the same research by 
brands, and the associated wasted resource. This collaborative approach allows the research to be more 
extensive, and to progress to levels of understanding that would be unattainable alone to answer the same 
fundamental questions. 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/ds4uf85vzxbnwn0/180910%20EOG%20Microfibre%20Roadmap%202.0.pdf?dl=0
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